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•and of which the ambassador of Spain was the principal pro-
moter. His Eoyal Highness alleged the pressing reasons
which had induced him to secure the person of this ambas-
sador, to examine his papers, and to place him under guard.
He showed that the protection afforded by the law of nations
did not extend to conspiracies, that ambassadors rendered
themselves unworthy of that protection when they took part
in them, still more when they excited people agaist the state
where they dwelt. He cited several examples of ambassadors
arrested for less. He explained the orders he had given so as
to inform all the foreign ministers in Paris of what had oc-
curred, and had ordered Dubois to render an account to the
council of what he had done at the ambassador's, and offered
to read the letters from Cellamare to Cardinal Alberoni, found
among the papers brought from Poitiers.
The Abbe Dubois stammered out a short and ill-arranged
recital of what he had done at the ambassador's house, and
dwelt upon the importance of the discovery and upon that of
the conspiracy as far as already known. The two letters he
read left me no doubt that Cellamare was at the head of this
affair, and that Alberoni had entered into it as far as he. We
were much scandalised with the expressions in these letters
against M. le Due d'Orldans, who was in no way spared.
This prince spoke again, to say he did not suspect the King
or Queen of Spain to be mixed up in this affair, but that he
attributed it all to the passion of Alberoni, and that of his
.ambassador to please him, and that he would ask for justice
from their Catholic Majesties. He showed the importance of
neglecting no means in order to clear up an affair so capital to
the repose and tranquillity of the kingdom, and finished by
saying, that until he knew more he would name nobody who
was mixed up in the matter. All this speech was much ap-
plauded, and I believe there were some among the company
who felt greatly relieved when they heard the Regent say he
would name nobody or allow suspicions to be circulated until
&11 was unravelled.
Nevertheless the next day, Saturday, the 10th of December,

